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Next Generation Knights 
A Ministry of Fathers Equipping Boys for Manhood 

 

The Mission of the Next Generation Knights is to create an intentional environment 

where fathers draw alongside their sons, and the large number of fatherless boys in their 

churches and neighborhoods, with the intent of raising and equipping them to become the 

men of honor, integrity and faith that God has called them to be. 

To successfully equip their boys for manhood, the Next Generation Knights ministry 

calls for fathers and boys to journey with one another through five well-defined stages of 

development.  Each of these stages has been purposefully created to allow fathers the 

ability to teach and train their boys in the significance of masculinity and create authentic 

situations where by their boys will develop and demonstrate the honor, integrity and faith 

needed to fulfill their future role as godly men.  The five stages of development are:  

Fellowship, Workmanship, Charactership, Apprenticeship and Knightship.   

In the first stage, Fellowship, fathers will draw alongside their boys and share their love 

for them through a series of activities focused on spending time, building trust, and 

having fun with one another.  As the old adage says, boys will be boys, so this stage will 

focus on activities like building a potato cannon from the book “Backyard Ballistics” by 

William Gurstelle and learning about historical battles in the book “The Dangerous Book 

for Boys” by Conn and Hal Iggulden. 

The second stage of development is Workmanship.  In this stage fathers will take their 

sons under wing, teaching and training their boys for basic manhood work (Gen 2:15 & 

3:23).     Activities in this stage include the reading of “Created for Work” by Bob 

Schultz as well as the hands-on teaching of stewardship, automotive maintenance, 
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carpentry/home maintenance, and wilderness survival (fishing, shelter building, 

orienteering and fire-building). 

The third stage of development is Charactership.  In this stage, fathers and boys will 

begin to study the godly characteristics of manhood.  These studies will focus on godly 

characteristics of biblical men such as Abraham, King David, Nehemiah, Job and Paul.  

Within this stage fathers and boys will also focus on the godly characteristics of men in 

America’s history like John Adams, Abraham Lincoln, and Thomas “Stonewall” Jackson.  

In addition to individual character studies, this stage will also introduce additional 

biblical charactership through modern Christian literature.  Examples of this include:  

“Point Man” by Steve Farrar, “Man of Honor” by Ray Pritchard and “Preparing Your 

Son for Every Man’s Battle” by Stephen Arterburn, Fred Stoeker, and Mike Yorkey. 

The fourth stage of development is Apprenticeship.  Throughout this stage as with any 

apprenticeship, fathers will now provide their boys with intentional opportunities to act 

upon all of the training that they have received.  Suggested activities for this stage 

include: having their boys start a small business; raise, care and show animals for 4-H; 

and/or take over the management of the family finances.  This stage will continue until 

fathers are confident that their boys have fully demonstrated their competency in all of 

the prior development stages.  

The fifth and final stage of development is Knightship.  It is at this stage that fathers 

prepare a knighthood ceremony where they publicly recognize their boys’ right of 

passage into manhood.  By accepting this knighthood, the boys also accept their calling 

by God to be a man of honor, integrity and faith.  By this point in time, the boys are 

prepared to serve the King of Kings and the Lord of Lords as His faithful knights.  


